
Dental Terminology and Tooth Charting Study Guide 

 

1. An avulsed tooth is a tooth knocked out of socket due to trauma.  

2. A fistula is a pimple like spot at the tip of the root, indication of abscess and site of drainage for 

infection. 

3. Gemination is when one developing tooth has split off into two distinct teeth that remain 

attached to each other and develop together. 

4. Decalcification is the removal or loss of calcium or calcium compounds from a tooth. 

5. Ectopic Eruption when the 6-year molar erupts into and dissolves the distal root of the 

primary2nd molar.                                                                                                             

 
6. Mamelons anatomical structures that can be found on the incisal edges of newly erupted teeth. 

7. Operculum is a hood or flap of gingival tissue overlying the crown of an erupting tooth. 

8. Ankyloglossia is condition present at birth restricting the tongue's range of motion. It’s a 

shortness of the frenulum, binding the tongue to the floor of the mouth.  Also known as tongue 

tied. 

9. Pulpotomy is a “baby root canal” which involves the partial removal of pulpal tissue or the 

removal of the top portion only of the infected nerve. 

10. An abscess is the infected nerve of the tooth that produces a dark area on the x-ray at the 

tooth’s root tip. 

              

11. Overjet is the relationship of teeth in which the incisal ridges or buccal cusp ridges of the 

maxillary anterior teeth extend facially to the incisal ridges/cusps of the mandibular teeth when 

the teeth are in centric occlusion relationship. 

 

 

12. In Loco Parentis is defined as "in place of a parent," Refers to the legal responsibility of some 

person or organization to perform some of the functions or responsibilities of a parent. 

13.  Intruded is when an upper front tooth or teeth are knocked upward into the socket. 

14. Hypoplastic enamel results in pitting and grooves, sometimes enamel is hard but deficient in 

amounts of enamel causing sensitivity; also known as "malformed enamel.” 



 

15.  Ankylosis is when a tooth is not fully erupted into occlusion. It is fused to the bone socket and 

usually has a shorter root structure. 

 
16. Calculus is plaque that builds up on the tooth creating hard debris; this may cause gum disease 

and bone loss. 

17. Openbite is when anterior teeth do not occlude, or the teeth remain open, while posterior teeth 

may have a normal occlusion. 

 
18. Bad breath is defined as halitosis. 

19. Mesiodens is an extra tooth in midline (between upper front teeth # 8 and #9.)    

          

20. A luxated tooth that is a tooth knocked back or forward from normal position, treatment 

sometimes involves repositioning the tooth and splinting for stability until structures heal. 

21. The vertical overlapping of the maxillary anterior teeth over the mandibular anterior teeth is an 

overbite. 

 
22. Petechiae is a pinpoint, round spot that appears in the skin as result of capillaries bleeding.  

The appearance can be red, brown, or purple.  Prolonged straining, crying, coughing, vomiting 

can cause this.  

23. Nothing per oral (NPO) is recommended for patient with a strong gag reflex and sedation 

patients, thus preventing emesis (vomiting) during the dental visit. 

24. #O & #P are usually the first primary teeth to exfoliate. 

25. #3,14,19,30 make up the first permanent molars, also known as 6-year molars. 

26. #2,15,18,31 make up the second permanent molars, also known as 12-year molars. 

27. #1,16,17,32 make up the 3rd molars. 

28. Tooth numbers #22 & #27 will replace lost tooth #M and #R. 

29. Deciduous teeth are the same as primary teeth. 

30. Tooth #K is the lower left primary second molar. 

31. # 8 and #9 erupt around the ages of 7-8 and replace #E and #F. 



32. An average 3 year old has 20 primary teeth present. 

33. 32 permanent teeth are present in the average adult dentition when the third molars are 

present. 

34. Mesiodens is an extra tooth in midline (between upper front teeth # 8 and #9.)    

35. A supernumerary tooth is an extra tooth anywhere in the mouth. 

36. The midline is located between maxillary permanent teeth #8 & #9. 

37. The upper right permanent first premolar is tooth #5.  

38.  If tooth #L is extracted, the erupting permanent tooth a band and loop would be holding for is 

#21.  

39.  #3, #14, #19, and #30 do not replace any primary teeth. 

40. Succedaneous teeth permanent teeth that replace deciduous teeth. 

 


