
 
 

In our continued effort to raise the standards of children's oral healthcare, D4C Dental Brands 

pedodontic offices utilize the cassette system and/or peel pouches in sterilization to house the 

instruments for treatment procedures. 

 

When using the cassette system: 

 

 A strip of indicator tape is used to secure the blue wrap that covers the cassette. The 

stripes on the indicator tape will change from white to brown during the sterilization 

process. 

 Before wrapping the cassette, an indicator strip must first be placed inside of the 

cassette. 

 Once the sterilization process is complete and the cassette is opened, the indicator 

strip must be inspected for proper color change, taped to the first page of the patient’s 

routing slip (if applicable), and the operator’s initials and date written on the indicator 

strip. 

 The dental assistant should sign the indicator strip for operative procedures. 

  

Peel pouches are used for single packaged instruments and hygiene setups: 

 

 They have internal and external indicators located on the pouch. An unsterile pouch 

starts with a pink indicator on the bag and will change to brown when properly 

sterilized. 

 In addition, an indicator strip is placed inside each of the pouches for internal 

indication of sterilization. Once the sterilization process is complete and the pouch is 

opened, the indicator strip must be inspected for proper color change, taped to the first 

page of the patient’s routing slip (if applicable), and the operator’s initials and date 

written on the indicator strip. 

 The hygienist should sign and date the indicator strip for hygiene patients, unless an 

exam is completed prior to the prophy. In this circumstance, the treatment 

coordinator/assistant that opened the instrument pack will sign and date the indicator 

strip. 

 For our practices where routers are not utilized in office, the hygienist or 

assistant will check the indicator strip for proper color change and then discard 

the strip. 

  
An indicator strip should also be placed in each load of the statim and autoclave. The indicator 

strip verifies that the statim and autoclave are properly sterilizing all materials, instruments, and 

cassettes. The strips from the load are kept in pouches that are separately labeled with the month, 

year, and type of sterilizer, and are stored in office for three years.  


