
 

 

D4C Dental Brands Radiograph Policy 

 

Radiographs should be taken for initial examination, periodic examination, post-op evaluation, and specific clinical 

indications. 

Upper and Lower PA’s  

 To examine suspicious areas for caries 

 Examine teeth that have been traumatized previously or are under watch  

 Doctors may elect to have upper and lower PA’s taken for specific reasons but upper and lower PA’s 

should not be taken on patients routinely for no apparent reason 

 

Bitewings will be taken on a Caries Risk Assessment Basis 

 Bitewing radiographs will be based on the caries risk assessment after the initial examination. Only a 

doctor can make the caries risk assessment due to it determining the prescribed radiographs for the next 

visit. 

o LOW CARIES RISK- Bitewings once every 12-24 months (at lead doctors discretion) 

o MODERATE CARIES RISK- every 6-12 months 

o HIGH CARIES RISK- every 6-12 months 

 We recommend the first set of bitewings at age 3, unless the patient has open contacts  

 Two bitewings should be taken on patients with primary dentition and patients with 6 year permanent 

molars  

 Four bitewings should be taken on patients with 12 year permanent molars  

 

Pan Radiographs 

 Per AAPD guidelines, PAN radiographs should be taken upon the eruption of the first permanent molar 

 We recommend to have a PAN radiograph at age 6 to monitor the eruption of six year molars and 

properly monitor growth and development 

 A PAN is recommended every three to six years after age 6 to monitor proper growth and development 

Inability to Obtain Radiographs 

 An uncooperative patient should not be pushed to take radiographs unless a doctor says it is necessary to 

obtain the radiograph. 

 If a parent declines radiographs, assistants should let the doctor know, document in the patient’s chart, 

and the doctor can handle the situation accordingly.  

 Please be cognizant of radiograph re-takes; assistants should make no more than 3 attempts until further 

direction from the doctor.  

 

 



Before taking radiographs, D4C employees will receive, read and acknowledge the following: 
 

1.  Review the Dental Radiographic Examination: Recommendations For Patient Selection and 

Limiting Radiation Exposure Manual 

2. Employees will receive hands on training with a D4C Training Team member or Practice 

Manager to ensure ability and proper techniques to obtain dental radiographs. 

3. Each employee will adhere to any additional state standards that apply (State standards are 

located in the “Scope of Practice” in the Compliance tab on the D4CDB Intranet page) 

 

I, _________________________________ acknowledge that the following D4C Radiograph Safety 

Study Guide have been provided for me to review and further educate myself during my training 

process.  I have been provided hands on training and the opportunity to ask questions to ensure my 

success in this role. 

I fully understand all policies and procedures that have been set forth by the information that I 

obtained and agree to them.  I will fulfill any state requirements in order to be D4C and state 

certified.  I agree not to take radiographs unless fully authorized to do so under these standards. 

Employee Signature: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

___________________________has completed hands on training to comply with D4C Radiograph 

Protocol. 

D4C Training Team Member/Practice Manager  

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 


