
 

 
 

 

Surgical Assistant Test Study Guide 

1. 28 permanent teeth are present once all permanent teeth have erupted, excluding 3rd 
molars. 

2. Distilled water is the only kind of water that can be used in the autoclave. 

3. No handpieces or cavitron tips ever go into the ultrasonic. 

4. The statim cassette is to be cleaned weekly. 

5. The set up for mesiodens extractions is the same for all extractions, except a CT scan 
may be required. True 

6. The surgical assistant is responsible for flushing both the air and water syringe lines 

and high-speed handpiece water line. 

7. Utility gloves must be worn when handling, scrubbing and bagging 

contaminated instruments. 

8. The legal guardian should bring the patient for surgery, but can leave and return at 

the end of surgery.  False 

9. In preparing the patient for surgery, the assistant places the pulse oximeter, 

blood pressure cuff and EKG. 

10. The assistant places the IV and waits for the nurse to administer drugs. True 
11. All pouches and wrapped cassettes must be completely dry before removing them from 

the sterilization cycle. True 
12. To indicate when a tooth is abscessed, a fistula must be present. False 
13. ViscoStat-Ferric Sulfate is used as a coagulant hemostatic agent. 

14. After incubating a spore test, that hasn’t been autoclaved, it turns yellow. If an 

autoclaved spore test turns yellow after incubating, it indicates that the autoclave 

isn’t sterilizing properly. 

15. The drug log is updated at the end of each surgery. 

16. The extra tooth in the midline is called the mesiodens. 

17. After reading a spore test, all spore tests, including the control, are to the disposed of 

in the sharps container after all cultures have been autoclaved. This means that the 

control has to be autoclaved after reading the results and before disposing of it in the 

sharps container. 

18. An indicator strip is to be placed in all cassettes or pouches prior to sterilization. 
19. Nitrous hoses are cleaned weekly in soapy water. 

20. The machines in sterilization should always be wiped with a CaviWipe once the 

dirty instruments have been loaded and the sterilization cycle has started. 

21. The patient’s completed procedure on the ledger should match the clinical note 

and patient router. 

22. Always dry the gingival tissue before applying topical anesthetic gel. 



 

 

23. A patient breathing nitrous oxide should never be left alone. 
24. All products stored outside of the their original container requires a Global 

Harmonizing System (GHS) label. Examples: a container storing alcohol 2x2s, 

diluted surgical milk in a soaking container, IMS solution in the ultrasonic. 

25. PPE should be worn in sterilization, during patient care, when taking x-rays 

and when cleaning a dirty dental chair. 

26. All patients should wear safety glasses during all restorative procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


